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As the semester begins, the BU campus comes alive and bustles with energy again, with various 
events and activities happening around the clock. But behind these exciting scenes, are we always 
aware of the waste produced by each and every single activity organised?

Hong Kong’s first University Green Info Day

Each year on University Info Day, academic departments spare no effort in promoting themselves, 
producing reams and reams of promotional materials used to attract potential students-to-be. 
Promotional items (including banners, posters, flyers, and non-woven bags) are tailor-made for 
individual occasions and all too seldom are reused after the event. Taking into consideration the 
decrease in unit cost via bulk purchasing, event organisers likewise tend to overproduce the number of 
promotional materials they actually need, and surplus materials typically end their short lives in the 
rubbish bins. Mindful of the waste generated at the University Info Day every year--during several hours 
on just one afternoon no less--the campus Low-Carbon Ambassadors (LAMP) devoted themselves 
during last year’s Info Day (2012) to recycling leftover flyers and non-woven bags. Thanks to the LAMP 
students’ efforts, over 2,400 promotional items were collected and recycled in just one day. Having 
witnessed directly the seriousness of the waste, the ambassadors drafted a letter offering concrete 
suggestions for improvement to HKBU Vice-President Mr. Andy Lee. The convenor of the HKBU Task 
Force for a Sustainable Campus, Dr. Chung Shan Shan, likewise brought the LAMP students’ 
suggestions to a joint meeting with other local universities in order to drum up support for the idea of a 
territory-wide Inter-University Green Info Day. Thanks to collective organizing and effort, Hong Kong’s 
first University Green Info Day will be held on 19 October 2013, with the aim of at minimising waste 
generation and reducing the carbon footprint. Accordingly, all fellow students, colleagues and the public 
are welcome to join us on the HKBU campus that day in order to monitor, to supervise and to make 
comments about our own present and future contributions and plans when striving for an ever-greener 
University.
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Thanks to the LAMP students’ efforts, 
over 2,400 promotional items were 
collected and recycled in just one day. 
Click to Zoom.
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When organising department/school events in the future, including the Green Info Day, campus 
colleagues may refer to specific “green-friendly” guidelines drafted for the Green Info Day via the 
following link, vetted and approved by the University Green Task Force. 
Click here for the Green info day guidelines

Low Carbon Funding for Student Orgnaizations
In order to encourage students to “support green” when planning their own co- and extra-curricular 
activities, the Task Force for a Sustainable Campus has been offering a Low-Carbon Funding 
Initiative to all eligible student organisations. When adopting specific, stipulated low-carbon 
guidelines, every student organization application will be granted at least $250 and up to $1,000 per 
proposed event (such as the “O-Camp”). The amount of funding eventually granted depends on how 
effective and creative “low carbon” initiatives are planned and implemented. All student organisations 
are eligible to apply for the funding at any time and with no cap on the total number of applications 
per student group. Do come and share with us your innovative proposals for “green” fun and you 
might well earn some green funding!
Click here for the Low Carbon Event Funding Scheme Application Form

News coverage of HKBU’s Green Info Day, Wen Wei Po, 28 June 2013.
Click to zoom.
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Summer Events: Plastic Separation Service Day (BUGS)
The pre-launch service of BU Greenies (BUGS) was successfully held on 20 July 2013 (Sat) with 29 
Greenies participating in a plastic-separation service workshop held at the Kowloon Bay Material 
Transfer Centre (MTC).

Comments from participants:
“I never imagined the negative impact of plastics on the environment . . . I will bring my own water bottle 
wherever I go in the future!”
“A very meaningful event!”
“Through this service, I have come to understand the importance of rinsing plastic bottles before 
recycling, as this can help to achieve a higher quality standard for the onward recycling of plastics.” 
“Don’t think that yours is ‘only’ a tiny plastic bottle; it can produce disaster.”

Click here for more photos

At the event, our BU Greenies  observed 
the everyday operations of the MTC and 
learned about the necessary steps when 
classifying and separating different types 
of plastic for further recycling.

BUGS pre-launch service
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Are ‘Eco-friendly bags’ truly less harmful to our environment?

Even kids know that using plastic bags is not eco-friendly, as plastic bags are made from fossil 
fuels and take hundreds of years to biodegrade. Consequently plastic bags pollute our landfills; 
nor can they be incinerated without producing toxic gas emissions. For these reasons, Time 
magazine ranked plastic grocery bags among the “top-50 worst inventions” ever. In Hong Kong, 
following upon the passage of Environmental Levy legislation on Plastic Shopping Bags by the 
Hong Kong government, commercial sectors are producing and distributing loads of 
‘eco-friendly bags’ for free. But are these ‘eco-friendly bags’ truly less harmful to our 
environment?

Unfortunately, the answer is “no.” These so-called ‘eco-friendly bags’ are actually ‘non-woven 
bags’ made from plastic fibers, and they possess very similar biodegradable profiles as 
everyday common plastic bags. In addition, non-woven bags are often manufactured using 
additional non-plastic materials, such as thread and metals, which makes recycling non-woven 
bags even more complex and challenging than regular plastic bags! A survey carried out 
recently by a local green organisation revealed that up to 40% of Hong Kong families have 
accumulated more than 20 non-woven bags at home, which far exceeds the actual number of 
bags needed for everyday family use. Consequently, these so-called “eco-friendly bags” are 
quickly making their way to the landfills as well! Ultimately, the over-production, collection, and 
processing of non-woven bags may actually be more harmful to the environment than re-using 
ordinary plastic bags! It’s time we rethought our position on “eco-friendly” bags and let our 
legislators know about this distortion of a laudable ideal.

Guess how much plastic material is needed to produce a non-woven bag in contrast to a 
common plastic shopping bag?
A. 5 times or higher 
B. 10 times or higher
C. 15 times or higher

Answer correctly and you will get the chance to win a “Chocolate Rain” eco-friendly folder! 
E-mail your answer along with your name, Faculty / Department / Office and other pertinent 
contact information to tfsc@hkbu.edu.hk. The deadline is 31 October 2013.

Green Tips

Green Quiz

mailto:tfsc@hkbu.edu.hk


Mooncake Donations/Box Recycling 
9 -19 September
Are you worried about weight gain and rising cholesterol levels after eating too many 
mooncakes this year?  Do the right thing by donating your surplus mooncakes to 
families in need. Did you know that used and discarded mooncake boxes can also 
be recycled? Feel free to give them to us, and we will be happy to arrange onward 
recycling for you. Let’s have an environmentally-friendly, “green” and joyful 
mid-autumn festival this year!

Please refer to the poster for details.

BU Greenies (BUGS) 
Kick-off Ceremony cum Oh! LowCarbon Concert
Witness the launch of BU Greenies (BUGS), AY 2013-2014, the first-ever, campus-based 
green-initiative student group to have been established among all Hong Kong tertiary 
educational institutes! We are assembling a fun line-up of music and entertainment. Come 
join us for an enjoyable low-carbon music night!

Date: 24/9/2013 (Tue)
Time: 6:30 – 9:00pm
Venue: Jockey Club Courtyard, HKBU Residence Hall
GuestofHonor: The Hon. Wong Kam-sing (Secretary for Environment), 
Scheduled Performers (tentative): Karene Mak(麥貝夷), Bus Groove, Zenza A Cappella

Please refer to the poster for details.

Upcoming Green News

                         Low-carbon Ambassador         
                         Programme (LAMP)
                                   is now accepting applications!
The“Low-carbon Ambassadors Programme (LAMP), 2013/14” is now accepting 
applications. No matter what your academic Major is, we welcome your application to 
join the LAMP team! 

Click here for further details
(Deadline: Sept 6, 2013)

http://www.lowcarbon.hkbu.edu.hk/LAMP%202013-14/Home.html
http://www.lowcarbon.hkbu.edu.hk/ckfinder/userfiles/images/Mooncake%20Promotion%20-%20Eng-01.jpg
http://www.lowcarbon.hkbu.edu.hk/ckfinder/userfiles/images/Ceremony%20A3%20Poster-01.jpg


You are welcome to submit articles and photos concerning low-carbon or other related 
topics for publication in this newsletter. (Word limit: 800) Selected articles will be posted 
in the next low-carbon e-newsletter. Email your article/ photo along with your name, 
Faculty / Department / Office and other pertinent contact information to 
tfsc@hkbu.edu.hk. The deadline is 31 October 2013. A 8GB bamboo USB will be 
awarded to selected entrants. 

Comments about how to improve this e-newsletter as well as regarding any 
low-carbon-related questions are always welcome; please express your views here via 
Green-mail!

watch e-mailollow

Green MailGreen Mail

BUGS - Beach Cleaning Competition
 (5 October 2013)
Join the first official green service by BUGS (BU Greenies) to conserve our beautiful 
beach - Lung Kwu Tan! 
Form teams with your friends, colleagues and family members to get special prizes as 
well!

Click here to Register NOW

See you!
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